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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Firſt of Two Cantos, which the Author 
purpoſes. to write on his ſubject, is here of- 


fered to the Public. He did not publiſh them all at 


once, beeauſe he thought that lo valuminaus a work 


would ſcarcely invite the attention of many Readers. 


Ihe generality are too indolent to engage in the labor ; 
of inveſtigating a production fo extenſive.  'On the 
other hand, he thought that if the Firſt Canto met 
with applauſe, they would be beguiled to attend to 
the ſucceeding Eleven. | 


E AR ATA 
Line 227, for Obid, read Oh. 
267, for hamper d, read pamper'd. 
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| Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author. 
A DISSERTATION on the PHADON of PLATO, or 
Dialogue of the Immortality of the Soul; with ſome 
general Obſervations upon the Writings of that Philoſopher. 
| ——SOPHRONIA and HILARIO, an Exzoy. 


\ i 


A R. G U M FE MN Þ 
| OF THE 


FIRST CANTO. 


THE Poem opens at the Acceſſion of JaMes the Second to 
the Throne of Great-Britain.—Singular Character of my 
Lord SHAFTESBURY, who had oppoſed his Acceſſion, parti- 

cularly delineated.— Character of James touched on.— 
His Devotedneſs to Theological Hatred. —The Palace of 

Theological Hatred, where Malice, Self-Conceit, Folly, 
Ignorance, Credulity, &c. attend as Miniſters, is deſcribed 
in Allegory.—James, Duke of Monmouth, the illegitimate 
Son of CHARLES the Second, (but. who pretended that he 


was legitimate, and conſequently had aſpired to the Regal 


Power) invades England with an intent to dethrone his Kinf- 
man JAMES the Second. | 
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ISIN the Hero, whoſe auſpicious arms 
I Drove from the Britiſb Realm a Tyrant King, 
Hated by thoſe he rul'd ;—whom England hail'd 
Her great Protector from her foes abroad, 
5 The Guardian, Father of her ſacred laws; 
Whence the fam'd Line of Bxunswick fills her throne, 
And all her glory, all her bleſſings riſe, — 


I woo nor thee, thou Goddeſs, heav'nly bright 
Fair Muſe, who beauteous whilom didſt inſpire 3 
10 The great Mx ONID ES, or Mako's pen: 
Nor thee, who gav'ſt thine aid of later years 
To him, great Bard, Britanma's,boaſted pride, 
B Majeſtic 
Line 3.]—It may not be unneceſſary to obſerve, that the Author mentions the 
word England for the ſake merely of accuracy and truth, and not to indulge any 
invidious paſſion for national reſtections.— He means to avoid ſuch refleQions 
through his work. England, it is very well known, ſubmitted herſelf to the 


Government of WiLL1aM, upon his landing, while Ireland and Scotland for ſome 
time after oppoſed him, 


2 rr F 


5 
Majeſtic MiL Tron; who, in verſe no leſs 
Sublime, a theme unſung before difplay'd : 
15 But thee, who fairer, lovelier to mine eyes, 
In theſe our days thine inſpiration gav'ſt 
To him ſtill greater, as his page ſhines forth - 
With equal poetry, with better ſenſe, 
VoLTAIRE come | o'erſhadow me with thy wings, 
| 20 Whencel may brood on thoughts ſo truly great, 
c | That when they quicken into lofty verſe, 7 
Attentive Kings may tremble while they read, 
And trembling learn; the People too give ear, 
While calm and unimpaſſion'd, but from thee, 
25 What each ſhould ſhun deſtructive to their peace, 
What beſt purſue, I ſing ;—the raviſh'd ear 
Delighting thus, while to the inmoſt heart 
I pour inſtruction ſound. —Thus wiſely they, 
Who miniſter to peeviſh ailing child, 
30 Place honey round the cup to guile his fears, 
When he receives the healing draught, compos d 
Of wormwood, or of other nauſeous drug. 


——— 


From thy ſublime abode, the Heav'n of Heav'ns, 
Where radiant at th' Almighty's feet thou ſit'ſt, 
35 In all the dazzling majeſty of light, 
Deſcend, 


40 


45 


50 


55 


: C01 
Deſcend, fair Truth ! and guide thy Poet's pen, 


While he recounts, in never-dying verſe, 

Great WILLIAu's fame ;—the Muſes and their train 
"Tis true he courts, enamour'd of their grace: 

On thee and on thy ſteps they ſhall attend, 

Thine Handmaids, not thy beauteous modeſt form 
With arts adult'rate to diſguiſe or daub : 

But with a pure ingenuous {kill to deck 

Thy ſimple charms, and make them as the charms 
Of Virgin, who no gariſh colour throws 

On native beauty, till to mortal ſight, 

Like her, thou altogether ſhalt become 

Attractive, jirreſiſtible, divine. 


The Laws perverted from their ſacred ſenſe ;— 
Religion baniſh'd from her ſimple ſhrine, 
While gorgeous Superſtition fat array'd 


- In all her pomp abſurd, and trappings vain ; 


Reign'd JaMEs the Second ;—of imperious caſt, 


Vindictive, ſullen, mercileſs, and proud. 


The harſh oppreſſions of his bloody reign 


Some few foreſaw ;—a daring weighty Band! 


Fach art they tried, each active finew ſtrain'd, 


To keep him from the throne ;---their pious care 


Ot 


bo 


70 


75 


80 Virtue in him when he the Goddeſs woo'd, 


[4] 
Of Britain's welfare nurs'd the bold deſign. 


Foremoſt of thoſe, engag'd in this attempt, 


Stood SHAFTESBURY, the politic and wiſe ;— 


He in the Senate ſtrove with all the pow'rs 
Which Eloquence can give to manly ſenſe, 
For his excluſion :—great, excentric Man! 


Whom laviſh Nature gave ſuch talents rare, 


That as he pleas'd he could preſerve a State, 


Or ſink it into naught :. in the laſt reign 

He ſerv'd the Court ;—and in the curs'd Cabal, 

A ſet of dangerous men, was moſt corrupt: 
There ſuch infidious, deep-laid ſchemes he plan'd 
For Deſpotiſm, that, had they been purſu'd, 


Freedom in Britain would have liv'd no more, — 


Pale and aghaſt awhile her Genius ſtood, 


And trembled for her_{gfety ; ſtrange to tell ! 
At the ſame time ſo fram'd were his decrees 


As Chancellor, that Envy could not find 


A flawin one, although her jaundic'd cye 


She ſtrain'd*in ſearch malignant ;—when he judg'd, 
Wiſdom and Juſtice ſat on either hand. 


All 


Line 61.) This was the father of the Lord SHAFTESBURY, who wrote the 
Characteriſtics. | 


1 
All amiable, all refiſtleſs ſeem d; 
While Vice and Error no averſion rais d,. 
Grac'd by the ſplendid fallacy of Wit. 
| Fix'd to no ſyſtem, in his active mind 
85 Navught roſe to curb Ambition; for he deem'd 
Religion prieſtcraft, Virtue but a name. ; 
The tool, the pliant inſtrument, with which 
This daring reſtleſs Spirit choſe to play, 
Was MonmovuTH :—him he falſly dar d avow 
go The legal offspring of the Second CuARTLEe, 
And bad him to his Father's throne aſpire, 
In bold defiance of his Uncle's claim. 
Protracting thus a web which he deſign d 
On one or th' other in its fatal thread 
95 T' enfold, entangle, or deſtroy ;—endued 
With ev'ry ſoft inſinuating art 
That could intriguing Politician wiſh ;—— 
Deep-read in all the mazes of the ſoul, 
His tongue led captive thoſe he wiſh'd to win, 
100 And work'd them to his will. In ev'ry plan 
Advent'rous, diligent, intrepid, firm ; 
A dang'rous Enemy ;—a dang'rous Friend. 
Unſatisfied with dull ignoble eaſe, 
His breaſt dilated, and his eye grew bright, 
C | When 


1 6 1 

105 When danger was at hand, when uproar rag d, 

Or when with rugged voice the tempeſt howl'd. 
They gave him action, which he thought was Fame. 


Ambitious MoN MOUTH, eaſy, vain, unwiſe, 

Was led by his reſiſtleſs Eloquence, 

110 As is the veſſel by the rapid flood: | 

That Eloquence wont like the ſtream to flow. 

Of ſome-great river, urging all it meets, 
And in its ſmoothneſs veiling all its ſtrength : 
That Eloquence charm'd heedleſs MonMouTH moſt = 

115 When it dwelt flatt'ring on th' imperial theme, 
And drove him to his fate. The river's courſe 
Thus ſcems ſtill ſmoother, as it nearer draws 
To the dread cataract : in gallant trim 
The ſplendid veſſel cuts the glaſſy wave; 

120 Then, lo! is.whirl'd upon the ſhelving rock 
Daſh'd ;—or falls buried in the nether deep.— 


Such was the Man, thus gifted, thus adorn'd, 
Who nobly ſtrove, while CHARLEs was on the throne, - 
Gainſt the ſueceſſion of the Second JAMES.— 
125 With many an argument of ſterling ſenſe, 
With many-an apt alluſion, he declaim'd 


ACTI | 
On all the miſeries which Scotland felt, BA 
Since its ſubjection to his ruthleſs ſway ;z— 
In terms ſevere ſpake of his fatal zeal 
130 To Popery ;—then expatiated much 
On the relentleſs temper of his mind, 
Which nor could pity nor forgive ;—and told 
That once he gaz'd, as with ſupreme delight,” 
On the dire agonizing pains of one 
135 That writh'd in torture then would raiſe his note, 
While indignation flaſh'd from either eye, 
And ev'ry hearer ſympathiz'd his rage: 
« What! when ye know full-well a ſerpent ſtings 
« With deadly venom, will ye to your breaſts 


« Re- 
Line 127.]—Jams was entruſted, during the life of CHARLEs the Second, with 
the Government of Scotland. His adminiftration of that kingdom was ſcarcely - 


inferior, in Tyranny and Cruelty, to Nero's adminiſtration of Roma. The fol- 
lowing fact (as related by Mr, Hume) may be urged in ſupport of the aſſertion.— 
«© Three Women were once ſeized, and upon their refuſing a cuſtomary Oath 
* which was tendered to them, to abjure a certain Declaration, were condemned 
« to a capital puniſhment by drowning. One ef them was an elderly woman ; 
« the other two were very young; one eighteen years of age, the other only 
* thirteen, Even theſe violent Perſecutors were aſhamed to put the youngeſt to 
% death: but the other two were conducted to the place of execution, and were 


« tied to ſtakes within the ſca-mark at low water; a contrivance which rendered 


« their death lingering and dreadfu},—Strange, that Scholars of refined ingenuity 


ſhould find no better exerciſe for their talents than in extenuating the crimes of+ſo 
deteſtable a T) rant 


| 
i 
| 


[8] 
140 Receive th' accurſed thing -s it not more 
„The part of courage, and the part of ſenſe, 
« To cruſh it, that it cauſe no further ill? 


Tho' thus the People he inflam'd 'gainſt Jams 
(Whether by virtue guided, or revenge, 
145 Is dubious to the faithful Muſe ; for he 
Thro' whim was wicked, and thro' whim was 0 :) 
, Yet, when his Brother's eyes were clos'd in death, 
| - JAMEs ſeiz'd the throne, not oaly unoppos d. 
But to the ſeeming univerſal joy | 
150 Of the whole Kingdom; Faction ſeem'd extin&; 
While ev'ry Party, ev'ry zealous ect, 
Strove which ſhould beſt purſue the fawning arts 
Of adulation their addreſſes teem'd 
With blandiſhments, which none but Slaves ſhould uſe, 
155 And none but Tyrants hear ; —e en they, his face, 
Who wiſh'd to keep him from the throne, appear d 
To forward, or to join the gen'ral ſhout, | 
Pernicious fickleneſs ! deteſted love 
Of novelty from which the wiſe are free. 
160 When JaMEs perceiv'd each fond, each 1 wiſh 
Of his ambition fully gratified ;— | 
When he perceiv'd that on the throne he ſat 


Without 


1271 
Without a foe, or one who dar'd avow 
His enmity ;—he looſely then indulg'd 
165 The long-adopted and the curs'd intent, 
The fatal tenets of the Romiſh Church 
To introduce :—raſh, deſtructive thought! 
A tyrant He, another Tyrant's nod 
Implicitly obey'd, and at his ſhrine 
170 Daily with pray'rs of adoration bow'd ; 
His ſhrine, more horrid than was that accurs'd 
Of Moloch, whom the Ammonite ador'd 
Whilom in Rabbah : nathleſs he alone 


Urg'd ev'ry deed, and dwelt in ev'ry thought.— 


175, Far from the chearful precincts of the day, 
Where Chaos reigns o'er matter's formleſs maſs 
Wild arbiter, upon his murky throne 
The grim, abominable, Monarch fits 
In rayleſs majeſty. —Various the ſlaves 
180 Which, at his voice terrific, proſtrate fall.— 
Here Malice, eldeſt-born of Hell, attends, 
| Tl N His 
Line 181.]—lt may not be«diſagreeable to ſome, that I ſhould point out the 
meaning through this allegory, Malice, Self-Conceit, Folly, Fear, &c. arc 
laid to be attendants upon Theological Hatred, becauſe bigots, or people addicted 


£0 


| 

| 
} 
| 
/ 


110 ] 

His faithful Miniſter : one while intent 

He ſeems to ruminate on ſome offence; | 

And then he grins with a ſuſpicious ſmile, 
18 5 Pleas'd at the ill he meditates within, — 

Here prim Conceit with ſupercilious air : 

That eye, which ſeems enamour'd of himſelf, 

He ſcarce, but in contempt, on others throws. 

Here Folly, with his dull unluſtrous eye, 
190 Not ſtaring, as he's wont, with ſimp'ring ſmile, 

But heavy, phlegmatic.— Here pallid Fear, 

With undilated breaſt, unſinew'd limb, 

As ir ſhe ſkulk'd and trembled at the wind. — 

Here ſteril Ignorance, with looks profound, 
195 And now again gaping with lifted hand | 

And ſtupid face, which manifeſt ſurpriſe 

At Nature's common works.—Her daughter here, 

From her and Folly ſprung, a monſtrous birth ! 8 

Credulity attends : her downcaſt air, 
200 Her modeſt, unaſſuming ſpeech, attract 
The 
to theological hatred, are generally malicious, ſelf-conecited, fooliſh, timid, 
&c.— The ideal monſter is deſcrib'd as being deficient in eyes, becauſe ſuch 
people do not ſee things clearly ;—as ſearcely having any ear, becauſe they do not 
much attend to the arguments of others ;—and as having a loud voice, becauſe 
they generally ſtun others with their noiſe and-impetuoſity, 


Heath 
The world's regard ; but, like Pandora's Box, 
(Which whilom Poets fancied in their ſong) 
The Siren gives, in diſtribution dire, 
Each ill which can infeſt the race of man. 
205 Cloſe by the ghaſtly Monarch's fide ſhe ſtands, 
Before her Dam, before her Sire preferr'd, 
The great, the firſt ſupporter of his throne.— 
Here too ſcowls Obſtinacy.— Guilty Rage 
| Here fumes with outcry harſh, and ruffled mien. 
210 And Slaughter here, unſeemly fiend, attends : 
The gormand pants with eagerneſs to know, 
Whither, like rav'nous vultur, ſhe may fly ; 
Where hideous raiſe aloft her tow'ring creſt, 
And grimly ſmile ; where fleſh her monſtrous maw, 
215 Hereye all blood-ſhot, and her mouth all gore ; 
And joyous where may flap her crimſon wing, 
Her foot in hell, her head above the carth.— 
Here to their Sov'reign, plac'd in dread array, 
Theſe odious beings glad obedience give, 
220 The firm ſupporters of his horrid throne. 
Without an cye, and ſcarce with any car, 
The Tyrant Monſter fits ; but with a mouth 
Huge and prepoſt'rous in his diſmal face, 
In which his fangs enormous grinning ſtand, 


And 


225 


K 1 
And whence a voice is heard to iſſue forth 
More hideous than the noiſe of Indians fierce, 
On the Ohio's or Miſſouri's banks, | 


When to their foes they yell the ſong of war ; 


230 
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245 


Or than at dread Niàgra, when from high 

The cataract immenſe, ſtupendous fall! 

Roars, daſhing, foaming, thund'ring on the rocks ; 

Or on their hinges when the triple gates 

Of Erebus, braſs, iron, adamant, 

Compages huge! harſh thunder grate aloud. — 

Vaſt is his empire: he o'er all the globe 

(Save a few little nations, ſcarcely known) 

Holds, or has holden, fell deſpotic ſway, 

Baneful as famine, grim as ruthleſs war, 

Dire as the plague, and terrible as hell.— 

To ſcourge mankind, among them Prieſts he ſends, 

A curſed band; tyrannic, prone to ill, 

Lazy, unclean ; that from each happy State 3 

Should be caſt forth, as were the beaſts obſcene 

From Noah's ark ;—whom thy lone pleaſure charms, 

Onan accurſt !—hating the nuptial bond, 

Yet one for th' other burning with a luſt 

Deteſtable ;—or hypocrites, or fools, 

Or ſenſualiſts, or rigidly ſevere ;— | 
| Het} From 


| [4331] 
The moſt, howe'er, Circe's ſleek votaries, | : 
250 Batt'ning, like vermin, in the dung of ſloth, | 
Think life, think reaſon was beſtow'd for naught, 
Save but to gormandize, to ſwill, to doze ;— 
From whom good cannot come, but evil oft ;— 
Devoid of all thoſe elegant deſires, 
255 Thoſe poliſh'd manners, and that ſocial eaſe, 
Which Woman only, lovely Woman! gives ;— 
Eſtrang d from all the relatives of life, 
Which humanize the. ſoul by tender thoughts ;— 
With minds more ſullen than their college gloom, 
260 From which if hapleſs they come forth, they prove 
The plagues of families, communities. — 
| Of gold tenacious ;—cowards, ſelfiſh; mean, 
Ambitious, cruel, proud ;—giv'n to revenge | 
| Deliberate, which nothing can appeaſe. 3 
265 They harbour paſſions vile as their deſcent : 
The poor they ſpurn, obſequious to the rich; 


E Preachers 

Line 257.]—lt is not injugiciouſly obſerved by ſome writers, that the cruelty 
of the Roman-Catholic Prieſts (whom the Author here ſatyriſes) is ſomewhat 
increaſed by their celibacy.——It cannot be denied, that the ſoft endearments of 


a wife, and the tender ſubjection of a child, have a wonderful efficacy in molli- 
fying the heart of man, 


[+24] 


Preachers of flav'ry ;——glozing hamper'd Pow't- 


With all the ſmooth, the candyed courteſy, 


The fawning tricks, of ſcoundrel minions.— 


270 
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But if ſome rare, ingenuous, youth effulge, 
Thy boaſt, ' O Genius! and fair Virtue's ſon, 
And talk of Liberty; with outcry ſtrait 

They hoot the daring Rebel from their ſect. 
(Thus, when ſweet. Philomel at evening hour 
Enters. a grove, a mould'ring abbey near, 


Lur'd by the melancholy green retreat, 


280 
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And pleas'd, enraptur'd,. tunes his little voice; 
If from th' adjacent tow'r the ſcreech-owls ruſh 
With horrid noiſe, and ſhake their heavy wings, 
Vex'd at the glorious muſic of his throat; 
Sudden the beauteous charmer takes his flight 
To happier groves, where he may chaunt at caſe, 
And make them all hanmonious. to his ſong.) 
Unfit for gen tous friendſhip.;—teeming naught 
But cant, fraud, craft, diſſimulation, lies; 
Heav'n on their tongues, but hell within their hearts ;— 
To ſerve a pious purpoſe, uſing oft. : 
Aſſaſſination, poiſon'd: ſacraments: ;—worlſe, 
More horrid monſters, than the poets feign'd 
The Harpies that of yore Aneas vex d, 
| | And 


295 
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1. 
And all his crew, upon the Strophades, 


Illes in th' Ionic ſea, from whom they ſnatch'd 


Part of their food, and what they left defil'd.—. 
Altho' from diſmal hell a fiend as black 

As ever ſprang, from heav'n he nathleſs boaſts 
His high original. When Satan erſt, 

And all his hoſt, rebelling 'gainſt His pow'r, 
Were by th' Omnipotent caſt forth from heav'n 
Sin with her Sire the great apoſtate fell, | 
Of whom (made wanton thro' deſpair and rage) 


He ſoon became enamour'd,—and purſu,d. 


3 


310 


She, not averſe, to his inceſtous luſt 
Yielded herſelf :—from their embraces foul, 


While ev'ry ſerpent in her beſtial train 


Around them twin'd, and in diſcordance hiſs' d, 
This monſter came. Hell ſtartled at his ſight, 
But ſoon grew pleas d with the portentous birth. 


The Mother and the Sire their grieſly Cub 


In fondneſs cheriſh'd, and him hand in hand 
With Death they took, and to the new-found world. 
Guided their fatal ſteps. Thus vaunting he 


Boaſts his deſcent celeſtial, tho' Heav'n 


Diſgorg'd his dev'liſh anceſtry, long while 


Ere 


$53 


[26.3 
Ere he created was.— His origin 
Is this, which now the Muſe benign has told ;z— 
This is his image ;—his diſpdſe is this ;— 
And Hatred Theological his name. 


Urg'd by this Dæmon, from his feeble hands, 


320 
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335 Gainſt haughty James ;—thro' whom, when Duke of York, 


Unſuited to the graſp, the ſcepter ſoon 

Would have been wrench'd ; for ne'er the multitude 
Will brook an open inſult on their faith: 

Who make it are unwiſe ; for then they ſtorm 
Like AÆtna or Veſuvius, when convuls'd 

They belch forth monſtrous flames of liquid fire 
Terrific, blafting. —Soon would he have fall'n, 

If MonmouTH had not by a fatal ſtep 

Their rage diverted, and their murmurs huſh'd.— 
On the diſcovery of the much-fam'd plot, 

Thro' which a Russ EIL and a S1DwEy bled, 
(Illuſtrious names! to England ever dear |) 
MoxnmovUTH was baniſh'd no ſeverer doom 

A Father's partial fondneſs could inflict; — 

And to the ſelf- ſame place he had retir d, 

Where bold Ax x his deep reſentment fed 


He 


1 
He was attainted: whence Revenge alone 
Dwelt in his thoughts, and in his fiery foul 


Had ſtifled Prudence, and had buried Fear. 
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345 


With griefs dejeted—in ambition, fame, 
Baffled and diſappointed, MoN MOUTH with'd 
For nothing ſave retirement, where his years 
He with his faithful WzxTworTH might conſume, , 
In love, in peace, in tender ſympathy : 
But the fierce rage of the much-injur'd Scot 
Call'd forth again Ambition's latent ſeeds ; 
His ſoul again panted for warlike acts, 
And from collifion waxed into flame. 
«© O MoxmouTn! (oft ARGYLE was wont to ſay) 
«© Wilt thou thus tamely brook each various ill, 
E 0A 


Line 335.)]—The Earl of Axor had been perſecuted by James, and was at 


laſt attainted through his means, for ſaying, when he took the Teſt in Scotland, 


« That he took it ſo far as it was conſiſtent with itſelf; and that he meant not 


« to preclude himſelf in a lawful way from endeavouring to make alterations in 
Church and State, fo far as they were conſiſtent with his Religion and Loyalty.“ 


Line 341 J—Lady WENT WORT,  bewitched with the elegance of Mow- 
MoUTH's perſon, his valour, and the other numberleſs generous qualities of his ſoul, 
which are irreſiſtible to a Female mind of ſenſibility, had deſerted her Friends 
Country, and all that is generally and vulgarly thought dear to a Woman, for the 

purpoſe of enjoying with him the ineffable pleaſures of a warm and conſtant Love. 
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E463 
A Tyrant, cruel thro' his fear, ſhall caſt 
Upon your perſecuted head? Reflect, 


Which bears the fair conveniencies of life, 


That by his hand, from home, from ev'ry place 


Thou art thruſt forth : Fame, Fortune, Rank, are fled— | 


Can Life be worth thy care? Theſe peaceful thoughts, 


This fond deſire to court retired caſe, 


Give to the winds! aſſume a manlier tone! 
Let us no more from land to land be driv'n, 
Like caitiffs whom their Country vomits forth 
For deeds of criminality, the raff, 

The ulcers of creation. —At our call 


Thouſands are ready for revolt. Come then, 


My Friend, my Sovereign that perhaps ſhalt be, 
"Let us attempt the Tyrant to chaſtiſe; 
Let us await the hazard of the die 


It makes us Herocs—or it makes us naught ; 
It gives a brave revenge—or glorious death. | 
Thrice happy they! who in the battle's din, 
When the loud trumpet animates the ſoul 

To deeds of pith, when o'er the crimſon field 
In nobly-dreadful pomp Confuſion ſtalks, 


1n their dear Country's cauſe with glory fall! 


4 


a Death 


Ls ] 
Death here they meet, whom ev'ry one muſt meet, 
In his moſt pleaſing ſhape, (O, better far 
375 © Than when he comes to the pale trembling wretch, 
« Tortur'd and torn by ſome diſeaſe obſcene, 
« With flow, but dreadful ſtep !) : the gen'rous Bard 


«« Catches their names, and tunes them to his lyre ; 


And Heav'n receives them to peculiar bliſs.” 


380 By theſe deſerted, and by thoſe oppreſs d, 
Harraſs'd ; driv'n forth, forlorn, from place to place, 
Like a poor hunted deer ;—yet finding none 
But where his haughty Uncle's malice, till 
Implacable, purſued, and ſtill diſturb'd; 

385 By fierce ARGYLE's inflaming voice urg'd on 

| By other raſh unweeting Friends advis'd ; 
MoxmMovuTH reſolv'd, in an unlucky hour, 
The Kingdom to invade—vain, crude reſolve ! 
For he could well foreſee, the People's minds 

390 Were then for bold Rebellion all unripe. 

Full well he knew their tardy, fluggith caſt, 
Dull for revolt, but daring in th' extreme 


When fully rous'd by fell Oppreſſion's rod. 
Theſe 


| 20 ] 
Theſe thoughts accompanied his cooler hours, 
395 Whenc'er from mirth retir'd he ſtudjous mus d: 
To venture on the project then appear'd, | 
Like to a filly and impatient boy, 
Who in too early ſummer plucks that fruit 
Which would be mellow'd by the autumn ſuns 
400 To fair perfection: But theſe ſoon gave place 
To others more unwiſe; for when he mix'd - 
Among his Friends, whene'er with flatt'ring tongue 
Him they reſembled to ſome Hero fam'd 
In ancient time; whene'er, with wine inflam'd, 
405 They laugh'd at prudence as unmanly fear ; 
Then Reaſon at the throne of Paſſion fell ; 
Then dreaming in the hey-day of the blood, 
Miſled by mad Ambition, he would think 
He felt the Crown on his aſpiring brow. - 


410 O falſe Ambition ! fatal glorious thought ! 
Thus he who travels in a land unknown, 
Bold, but imprudent, quits the beaten track, 
To reach an hill which he at diſtance ſees, 
Whoſe top appears encircled by the clouds, 

415 And whoſe fair ſides luxuriant ſeem to bloom, 


With 


126 
With many a beauteous ſhrub and flow'r adorn'd. 
Too late, alas! his vent'rous feet enſnar'd, 
Too late! in grinning agony of ſonl, 
He curſes oft, lamenting o'er his fate, 
420 The wanton hopes which led him from the path 
That others unaſpiring trod fecure, 
To tempt a way—perhaps, where ſerpents hiſs; 
Where ſavage beaſts roam howling o'er the field ; 
Where foaming torrents dath o'er ſhelving rocks 
425 Impetuous; or where faithleſs ſands engulph; 
Or where, like wary foes in ambuſh hid, 
Sudden reſiſtleſs whirlwinds ſweep aronnd.— 


Their reſolution ta en, Mon Mouru, ARGYLE, 
Wich active vigor inſtantly prepar d 
430 Their expedition: ſtrait to Scotland ſped 
Intemperate ARGYLE with a few Friends 
MonmovuTH embark'd for Exgland, among whom 
FLETCHER, a learned Scot, bore moſt repute : 
From claſſic books of ancient Greece and Rome 
435 He caught a Patriot fire; an Orator's, 
| A Soldier's fame was his ; and tho' of birth 
Obſcure, and tho' his name was undiſguis'd 
With vain addition from the breath of Kings, 
Yet the world's eye on him gaz'd ſull direct, 
449 Which on many a pompous Noble glanc'd. 
G Soon 


| f ans 1 

Soon as had MonMouTH landed in the Weſt 

Tumultuous thouſands to his ſtandard flew : 

No Men of Rank flew there; but chiefly they, 

Who at his chariot-wheels had follow'd cloſe, 
445 (When in his Father's life, in ſolemn pomp, 

He had full oft' paraded thro their towns) 
Bowing as Perſians to the God of Day. 


Bleſt as he was with vine a form, 
Where, in egregious ſymmetry, enthron'd 
450 A Grace there ſat, which ev'ry one could ſee, 
But none deſcribe ;—a face, to gaze on which 
A manly beauty charm'd the raviſh'd eye, - 
And where ten thouſand Virtues ſeem'd to ſhine 
Beneficently mild ;—an air, addreſs, 
455 So very courteous, yet ſo great withal ;— 
Such ſoft politeneſs, ſuch a gracious ſmile, 
Such winning dignity ;—to be ador'd, 
"Twas only needful that he ſhould be ſeen. 
Join'd to theſe mild endearing qualities, 
460 Which lib'ral Nature gave, Mox MOUTH was known 
A noble intrepidity to bear: 


* 
* 


Vet was he, for he fail'd in greater points, 
For ſuch an arduous enterpriſe unfit, 
The penetration keen, that ſearches deep 


The 


OT 
465 The thoughts of others, with an eagle's eye, 
And knows the various workings of the breaſt 


Soon as produc'd, and, wiſe, conſigns to none, 


But well-try'd faithful Friends, important truſts ;— 


The ſage experience, that ſoreſees effects 
470 From cauſes;—the dauntleſs ſtrength of mind, 
Which with a cool ſagacity prevents 
A ſmall misfortune from appearing great, 
And firmly for its purpoſe braves the worſt 
The eager caution, always on the watch 
475 To ſpy defects, that as the light'ning quick 
Seizes and chaſes an advantage gain'd ;—-: 
| Theſe were all wanting: Yet, devoid of theſe, 
He might have trod tlie calmer path of life 
Belov'd and honor'd much; he might have ſway'd” 
480 Glorious that Sceptre which his birth had giv'n ;— 
But was not form'd to ſeize the Sov'reign pow'r 
Like Cs AR, or like CRoMwELL—daring names! 
Let ſhallow barks, upon the glaſly breaſt 
Of Ocean, frolic in the Weſtern gale 
48 5 Wanton and careleſs ; let them ſpread abroad 
Their flimſey fails to catch the gentle breath 
Of Zephyr, with their ſtreamers all diſplay d, 
With oars from dulcet muſic beating time, 
Adown the tide triumphant make their way : 


But, 


a4 3 


499 But, when rough Boreas furious ruſhes fort., 


All clad in Gorgon-tercors as a robe, 1 8177 
And caſts the billows' ſpray i in ſleety ſhow'r ;— 
When he more hideous howls than midnight Fe 
Of hungry wolves, to traveller forlorn 
49; Upon the Alps, gaunt tenants of the wild! 
And the dun clouds amid the troubled air 
Whirls diſcontinuous, which anon deſcend 
Huge cataracts, as if mother ſea i 
Were burſting from above, with that below 
500 To mingle and unite;—when th' elements 5 8 
Of water, air, ſcowl adverſe ;—tumult dread ! | 
'Then cautious let them ſeek. the ſhore ; for then . 
None * the -oak-rib' d veſſel braves the ſtorm : IE 
When the grim waves aloft their foaming heads 
go5 Contort, then thro the liquid hills ſhe vaults: 
| | Unſhatter'd, undeform d, unriv'n, unſcath'd, 
When loud hoarſe thunders roar, blue light'nings flaſh, 
And Nature all convuls'd the hurley joins— 


Tremendous pomp !] Horror magnificent!“ 


END or Tur FIRST. CANTO. 


